
THE BOSTON

üeötral anö Surgical ilmmtal
Established in 1828

Published by The Massachusetts Medical Society under the
jurisdiction of the following-named committee:

For three years Javes S. Stone, M.D.
Horace D. Arnold, M.D.
Channing Frothingham, M.D.

For two years Homer Gage, M.D., Chairman.
Edward C. Streeter, M.D.
Edward W. Taylor, M.D.

For one year William H. Iíobey, Jr., M.D.
RoGEii I. Lee, M.D.
Robert B. Osgood, M.D.

Editorial Staff.
David L. Edsall, M.D.
Walter B. Cannon, M.D.
Reíd Hunt, M.D.
Robert W. Lovett, M.D.
Edward H. Nichols, M.D.
Francis W. Peabody, M.D".
John P. Sutherland. M.D.
S. Bürt Wolbach, M.D.
George R. Minot, M.D.

Walter P. Bowers, M.D., Managing Editor.
George G. Smith, M.D., Assistant Editor.

Subscription Terms: $6.00 per year in advance, postage paid
for the Untied States, $7.56 per year for all foreign countries be-
longing to the Postal Union.

Material for tar<y publication should be received not later than
noon on Saturday. Orders for reprints must be sent to the printer
uith gaaey proof of paper. Upon written request, authors will
be furnished free one hundred eight-page reprints, without covers,
or the equivalent in pages in articles of greater length.

The Journal does not hold itself responsible for statements made
by any contributor.

Communications should be addressed to The Boston Medical and
Surgicat Journal, 126 Massachusetts Ave., Boston, Mass.

SHALL NURSES BE PROSECUTED FOR
PRACTISING MEDICINE?

Considerable interest has beeen aroused con-

cerning the problem presented by nurses who
have been treating injuries without having se-
cured attendance by physicians. This matter
has been frequently referred to by physicians
who have felt that nurses have assumed re-

sponsibilities not warranted under our laws,
and in some instances doctors have felt that the
activities of nurses have in a very definite way
invaded the field of medical practice, although
the nurses have been sufficiently warned. Since
the alleged practice of medicine by nurses has
seemed to b'e on the increase, there has been
no reason why the authorities should decline
to act. The Board of Registration in Medicine
has tried to bring about compliance with the
law without resorting to drastic measures, but
reports of questionable methods have become
so common and demands for action have been
so insistent that it became necessary to report
the facts in two recent cases to the prosecuting
authorities.

Previous to the cases referred to, complaints
were dealt with diplomatically, for it seemed
probable that in most instances there had been
no defiance of law and no harm had been done
beyond displacing the doctor, and because the
patient suffered no injury, nurses and patients
have felt that no serious question was involved.

But laws are enacted to be obeyed and until
repealed should be upheld by all loyal citizens.
Very few would agree that a bank official, who
made an investment contrary to law, even

though no financial loss resulted, should not
be reprimanded by the bank examiner, and if
the irregularity was continued most people
would uphold the authorities who felt obliged
to take action which would prevent repetition.
Preventive measures should be employed before
definite injury is done.

The whole question is complicated and deli-
cate, but it can be solved by the nurses them-
selves, even though managers of industrial
plants and some physicians try to induce
nurses to practise medicine, either as a con-
venience or to save expense.

The general purpose of the laws governing
medical practice is to protect the patient from
incompetent service, and nurses should observe
the requirements because it is a law and also
because sooner or later some nurse may attempt
to render a service which is beyond her
ability.

TWO VETO MESSAGES
The question of taxation of States by the

Federal Government for the purpose of fur-
nishing aid to the States, is not new, and prece-
dent for adverse action is found in the veto
message of James Madison in 1817, and that
of Grover Cleveland in 1887.

When the bill entitled:
"An act to set apart and pledge certain funds

for internal improvements," and which sets
apart and pledges funds "for constructing
roads and canals, and improving the naviga-
tion of watercourses, in order to facilitate,
promote, and give security to internal com-
merce among the several States, and to render
more easy and less expensive the means and
provisions for the common defense," came
before Madison, he said in the document which
recorded his disapproval of the bill:

"The legislative powers tested in Congress
are specified and enumerated in the eighth
section of the first article of the Constitution,
and it does not appear that the power pro-
posed to be exercised by the bill is among the
enumerated powers, or that it falls by any
just interpretation within the power to make
laws necessary and proper for carrying into
execution those or other powers vested by the
Constitution in the Government of the United
States."

When the bill under the title of: "An act
to enable the Commissioner of Agriculture to
make a special distribution of seeds in the
drought-stricken counties of Texas, and mak-
ing an appropriation therefor," came before
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Cleveland, among his objections he wrote the
following:

"I can find no warrant for such an appro-
priation in the Constitution; and I do not be-
lieve that the power and duty of the General
Government ought to be extended to the re-
lief of individual suffering which is in no man-
ner properly related to the public service or
benefit. A prevalent tendency to disregard
the limited mission of this power and duty
should, I think, be steadfastly resisted, to the
end that the lesson should be constantly en-
forced that though the people support the Gov-
ernment, the Government should not support
the people."

Although laws have been enacted about
which there have been questions of constitu-
tionality, the interpretation of the Supreme
Court has not always been sought, and such
laws have been enforced because no appeal has
been taken.

Our legislature has taken the commendable
course in asking for the opinion of the Attor-
ney-General relating to the Sheppard-Towner
bill, which opinion would be valuable although
not authoritative.

THE REASON FOR THE ENACTMENT
OF SOME LAWS

During the time devoted to the considera-
of the Sheppard-Towner bill, Mr. Thomas U.
Sisson, Congressman, made the following re-
marks on the floor of the House :

"Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Com-
mittee, most Members of Congress are physi-
cally courageous men. They are not physical
cowards. If you were to say to the average
Member of Congress that he is a liar or that
he is a thief, he would strike you. I wish to
God that all of the Members were as courage-
ous politically as they are physically. Then
the people would have more respect for this
magnificent body of men. Men who would not
hesitate for one moment to charge a booming
battery will run like a Molly Cottontail from a

political issue. Mr. Chairman, I have had my
political grave dug for me many times since I
have been in Congress on account of certain
votes that I have cast. Some one interested in
some measure will tell you if you do not vote
for it you will be defeated. But I tell you
that if a man who casts an honest, conscien-
tious vote and feels away down in his heart that
he is right, goes back and looks the people of his
district squarely in the eye and says to them
that he could not vote otherwise without stulti-
fying his manhood and his intellectual integ-
rity, he will always receive a favorable re-

sponse from the people, because the American
people love a brave, honest man. (Applause.)
I expect this bill to pass by a large majority

because the vote will be recorded. If the vote
could be by secret ballot and Members voted
their real sentiments there would not be as

many votes for this bill as there will be against
it. I doubt if there will be fifty of us who will
vote against the bill as it is; but if the vote
could be in secret there would not be fifty
votes for it."

It would not be polite, or even proper, for
citizens outside of Congress to make charges of
this character. Mr. Sisson is on the inside and
may be regarded as one familiar with the psy-
chology of a congressman's reaction to outside
pressure. One member of Congress, formerly
in the Massachusetts State Legislature, severely
criticized his colleagues in a public address.

We sometimes wonder why our State Legis-
lature does not follow the advice of physicians
on matters concerning which our ablest men
are agreed. We hope that the explanation is
not to be found in the political coward-
ice of our senators and representatives. It
is more probable that even when the conditions
indicate that the best interests of the people
would be served by the enactment of certain
measures the legislator justifies his adverse
vote on the assumption that the majority of the
people do not want the proposed legislation. In
other words, legislators are apt to feel that
they must reflect the wishes of the people
rather than assume leadership. Now that
physicians are showing more interest in legis-
lative matters, there is less excuse for ignor-
ance relating to measures which are for the
benefit of the people.

THE CONTROVERSY IN MICHIGAN
The bitter attacks on Dr. Hugh Cabot and

the policies of the University of Michigan
have led to conferences between officers of the
Michigan State Medical Society and a com-
mittee of the University. It is reported that a
common understanding has been reached. In
a statement relating to the controversy it ap-
pears that the University and Dr. Cabot are
opposed to state medicine and to "those poli-
cies or movements that have for their object
the establishment of any such forms for the
practice of medicine."

An unprejudiced study of the vigorous ex-

pressions of opinions set forth by writers in
the Middle West seems to warrant the conclu-
sion that the attack appeared to demonstrate
the suspicious and apprehensive state of mind
of those who feel that there is imminent dan-
ger of the blighting influence of state medicine.
It may be well for the profession to be alert,
and critical of all legislative and public health
measures, but that any large number of prom-
inent men in the profession are joined with
any group of people who would destroy estab-
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